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1.0  Summary and Conclusions  

1.0 The purpose of this report is to seek endorsement of the Local Cycling and Walking 

Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) for Barrow. The LCWIP provides a prioritised 

investment plan for cycling and walking in Barrow Borough over the next 15 years. 

 

1.2 The LCWIP considers the overlaps and synergies with other plans, schemes and 

strategies. This means the network priorities will be reviewed and updated 

periodically, particularly if there are any significant changes in local circumstances, 

such as the publication of new policies or strategies, new development sites, if 

funding bids are successful and as walking and cycling networks mature and 

expand. 

 

1.3 The LCWIP for Barrow is a live document that will be regularly reviewed to ensure 

the most appropriate routes for cycling and walking are identified and prioritised 

for future delivery. 

 

2.0  Recommendation  

2.1 It is recommended that Executive Committee:-  
 

Endorse the Barrow Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan. 

 

3.0 Background and Proposals  

3.1 The Cumbria Transport Infrastructure Plan (2022-2037) sets out the strategy for 

Active Travel in Cumbria and the development of LCWIPs are a key part of this. 

Cumbria County Council has committed to the development of a series of LCWIPs 

across the County. The methodology for LCWIPs has been developed by the 

Department for Transport (DfT) as part of the national Cycling and Walking 



Investment Plan. DfT funding for local cycling and walking schemes will be 

dependent upon their inclusion in an LCWIP, with infrastructure to be designed in 

line with the DfT Cycle Infrastructure Design guide issued in July 2020. 

 

3.2 The LCWIP for Barrow outlines the network of key cycling and walking routes in 

the Borough, and has been prepared by Cumbria County Council in consultation 

with residents, officers and Members. The focus of the Barrow LCWIP is the 

improvement of routes used for everyday shorter journeys, such as to work, 

school or the shops. It aims to identify good quality infrastructure that connects 

the places people need to get to, in a coherent, direct, safe and attractive way. 

 

3.3 Recognising that it is not always possible to connect everywhere and that 

funding for delivery needs to be secured, the Barrow LCWIP focuses on the 

routes where the most benefits can be realised. Support for walking and cycling 

infrastructure usually increases further once it is built and people are using it. 

Over time these priorities can be built on to deliver a more extensive network to 

encourage and support a step change in the number of people cycling and 

walking. 

 

3.4 The Barrow LCWIP is a not a funded plan. Nevertheless, having an LCWIP in 

place will put the Council in the best possible position to secure future funding for 

the delivery of improvements. 

 

3.5  The LCWIP aligns with the Levelling-Up Fund, Town Deal and High Street 

Heritage Action Zone programmes. Although not a funded plan, there are several 

schemes in Barrow that have secured funding for development, as follows: 

 

 £900k Active Travel Fund 2 for cycling and walking infrastructure on 

Michaelson Road and Bridge Road. 

 £4m Town Deal funding for cycling and walking infrastructure at Abbey 

Road, Roose Road and Walney Road. 

 £3.3m Active Travel Fund 3 for cycling and walking infrastructure at 

Abbey Road (between Hibbert Road and Park Drive), plus improvements 

to the junctions at Ainslie Street / Abbey Road and Park Drive / Abbey 

Road. 

 £1.2m Active Travel Fund 3 for cycling and walking infrastructure on 

Walney, between Jubilee Bridge and Earnse Bay. 

 

3.6 In addition, cycle schemes are currently being designed for Greengate Street 

and Bridgegate Avenue, with designs to be completed by July 2022. Cumbria 

County Council have completed feasibility work for an Active Travel Social 

Prescribing Pilot, with the potential award of £500k per annum from the 

Department for Transport and Active Travel England for promoting cycling and 

walking. 

 

3.7 The Barrow LCWIP (2022-2037) and supporting plans are included in the 

appendices. 



 

4.0 Consultation  

4.1 Public consultation on the draft LCWIP proposals was undertaken in May 2021. 

During this consultation the draft priority network for cycling was presented. 

Feedback was sought on the existing barriers to cycling and walking and what 

improvements could be made to encourage more everyday short journeys to be 

undertaken by active travel.  The consultation received a total of 200 

questionnaire responses. Through the consultation it was established that 84% 

of respondents welcomed more money being spent on cycling and walking in 

Barrow and 72% answered that they felt the proposals in the Barrow LCWIP 

would encourage them to cycle and/or walk more often. 

 

4.2 A second round of public consultation took place in November 2021, presenting 

the updated priority cycling and walking networks reflecting the feedback 

received in the first consultation. 56 responses were received, showing the same 

strong desire for future investment in cycling and walking infrastructure. 

 

5.0  Alternative Options  

5.1  That Members do not endorse the Barrow Local Cycling and Walking 

Infrastructure Plan, which would leave the Borough without a Plan to support 

funding bids for the delivery of future walking and cycling schemes in Barrow. 

 

6.0 Contribution to Council Plan Priorities  

6.1 The LCWIP will support the Council’s People Priority by promoting healthy 

lifestyle choices. It will also support the Prosperity Priority by promoting more 

sustainable form of travel, including walking and cycling to promote and improve 

active travel. 

 

7.0 Implications  

7.1 Financial, Resources and Procurement  

7.1.1 No financial implications are associated with the proposals set out in this report. 

 

7.2 Legal  

7.2.1 There are no legal implications to raise. 

 

7.3 Local Government Reorganisation 

7.3.1 The LCWIP will have no impact on Local Government Reorganisation however 

the LCWIP period will continue beyond the establishment of Westmorland & 

Furness Council. 

 

7.4   Equality and Diversity 
  

7.4.1 The report has no direct Equality and Diversity implications. 
 
 



 
Risk 

 

Risk  Consequence  Controls required  

Not to endorse the Barrow 

LCWIP. 

Will delay the adoption 

of the LCWIP by 

Cumbria County 

Council and may impact 

upon potential funding 

opportunities for cycling 

and walking 

infrastructure schemes. 

The LCWIP is a live 

document that will be 

regularly reviewed to 

ensure the most 

appropriate routes for 

cycling and walking are 

identified and prioritised 

for future delivery. 

   

   

 

Contact Officers  

Helen Houston, hhouston@barrowbc.gov.uk 

Matthew Park, mpark@barrowbc.gov.uk 

 

Appendices Attached to this Report  

 

Appendix No.  Name of Appendix  

1  Barrow Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan 

2  Barrow LCWIP Cycling Network Plan 

3 Barrow LCWIP Walking Network Plan 

4 Barrow LCWIP Prioritised Cycling Network 
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